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Journalists for Human Rights McGill, a club at SSMU since 2003, is one 

chapter of a growing Canadian NGO that is currently present in ten states in 
Africa. The main mandate of the head organization is to build the capacity of 
the African media to report effectively on human rights issues.  

However, human rights abuses occur beyond Africa. Therefore, at McGill, 
JHR works to increase the visibility of human rights abuses within the com-
munity, the country, as well as elsewhere in the world. Thus far, our main fo-
cus has been the publication of our newsletter Speak!, although we have also 
organized speaker events, movie screenings and participated in Canada wide 
fundraisers.

Beyond providing an outlet for students to discuss and publish articles and stories on important human rights issues, 
JHR McGill also works to provide a voice for all other human rights related groups at McGill. Our publications inform 
on the issues other clubs are covering as well as the events they are organizing. So far we have collaborated with Am-
nesty McGill, the McGill Global AIDS Coalition, CKUT, the Baha’i Association, McGill Law School’s Human Rights 
Working Group and are a member of the Campus Coalition of Progressive McGill Organizations.  

JHR McGill is always open to new members so whether you would like to write and edit articles for Speak! or help 
us fundraise and organize events, send us an email asking to be added to our list-serve at jhr_jdh@yahoo.ca.

To learn more about JHR, the NGO, please visit: http://www.jhr.ca
To learn more about JHR McGill and view our upcoming activities visit: http://www.ssmu.ca/jhr/

Journalists for Human Rights at McGill

JHR McGill Exectutive
President...................................Tamara Ramusovic Geoffrey Hall......................................VP Internal
VP External.......................................Stephanie Hu Mary MacLennan................................VP Finance
Newspaper Coordintor.................D. Henry Claflin Eric Oosenbrug....................VP Communications
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“Stop marginalizing our bodies!” 
shouted the woman holding the red 
umbrella. Behind her, two hundred 
more red umbrellas affirmed support 
for her cause: the struggle to end vio-
lence and discrimination against sex 
workers.

December 17th, 2006 marked the 
4th annual International Day to End 
Violence Against Sex Workers. Mon-
tréal’s observation of the day began 
with a Red Umbrella March along 
Ste. Catherine Street from Papineau 
to St. Laurent. Prominent local sex-
workers advocacy group Stella host-
ed the parade along with the Montréal 
Coalition for the Rights of Sex Work-
ers. Coalition member Seska Lee es-
timated 200 marchers pariticpated in 
the event, deeming it a “good turn-
out.”

The evening concluded at Café 
Cléopâtre with the first showing of 
La Putain de Compile, a non-profit 
film created by Stella in conjunction 
with Les Pantheres Roses, a queer 
radical group based in Montréal. Les 
Pantheres Roses’s website describes 
the film, which contains 25 short seg-

ments filmed in eight different coun-
tries, as “a project that aims at giving 
another discourse on sex work than 
its mainstream representation.”

The parade had the somber feel-
ing of a march meant “to honour sex 
workers loved and lost,” as a Coali-
tion pamphlet stated, but marchers 
appeared to focus more on activism 
than mourning. De-criminalization of 
prostitution was cited as the number 
one obstacle on the road to ending vi-
olence toward sex workers. While the 
act of trading sex for money is not il-
legal in Canada, prohibitions against 
solicitation make it difficult for pros-
titutes to conduct their work. Section 
213 of the Criminal Code of Canada 
states that anyone who “stops or at-
tempts to stop any person or in any 
manner communicates or attempts to 
communicate with any person” for 
the purpose of prostitution is guilty of 
an offence. Also, Section 210 makes 
it illegal to own, work in, or be found 
in a brothel.

“Laws are supposed to be in place 
to help people, not to put people in 
danger,” said Stella Education Coor-
dinator Cynthia Lee. “De-criminal-
ization won’t change the behaviour 

of sex workers, just make their lives 
easier and safer… Sex workers, when 
assaulted, would not be so scared of 
going to the police.” Lee cites the 
New Zealand model of de-criminal-
ization, under which prostitution is 
neither criminalized nor government-
operated, as a good role model for 
Canada.

“The law is a way of trying to 
avoid the subject of prostitution with-
out making it forbidden,” said Lolag-
ouine, an illustrator and queer activ-
ist who recently moved to Montréal 
from Toulouse, France. Nevertheless, 
she asserted that sex workers have an 
easier time carrying out their business 
in Montréal than in France, where 
similar laws exist but traditional neg-
ative attitudes toward sex work are 
stronger.

“Montréal has a certain strength, a 
certain socially-progressive attitude,” 
agreed Tess, an activist from Edmon-
ton who chose to be identified only by 
her first name. She claimed that such 
an attitude makes it easier for an or-
ganization like Stella to exist in Mon-
tréal than in her native Alberta.

Still, the challenge remains in per-
suading authorities and lawmakers to 
champion the case of sex workers’ 
rights. Seska Lee notes the frustration 
many activists feel when authority 
figures try to dodge the issue. “They 
talk out of two sides of their mouths, 
and nothing gets done,” she said.

L o c a l  R i g h t s
Montréal Observes Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers

by Jay Alexander Brown

 A shot from La Putain de Compile.

Protesters carrying their red umbrellas for the 4th Int’l Day to End Vio-
lence against Sex Workers.
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Prior to December 17th, 
Journalists for Human Rights 
(JHR) spoke with Cynthia Lee 
about the nature of violence 
against sex workers. Lee related 
a story about two students who 
visited several local police de-
partments and told officers they 
were researching prostitution 
for a school project. One police-
woman told a student that assault 
complaints from sex workers are 
often not prioritized, because the 
complainants rarely follow up on 
the long legal process necessary 
to identify and convict assailants. 
“Well, of course they won’t fol-
low up, especially when they’re 
being treated this way!” Lee ex-
claimed. “It’s the attitude of the 
officers and the way they say 
it… You think, ‘Am I going to be 
dealing with this shit for a year? 
If I’m being treated this way on 
the first day, I’ll never win in the 
end.’”

Lee also explained how the 
law works in conjunction with 
societal attitudes to perpetu-
ate violence against sex work-
ers. “The fact that [sex work] is 
criminalized makes the public 
have a more judgmental attitude 
toward it… But if the popula-
tion is not ready for it, then the 
Supreme Court won’t go for it… 
It’s a two-way street.” She be-
lieves that education – especially 
for lawyers, doctors, police of-
ficers, and individuals in other 
professions that deal with sex 
work-related issues – is the most 
important tool in fighting vio-
lence. “Just using the term ‘sex 
work’ legitimizes it as a kind of 
work,” Lee said. “It means there 
will be the possibility of negotia-
tion. You can’t negotiate with a 
criminalized body.”

Montreal Observes
con’t from page 3

To mark the five years that have 
passed since the first prisoners were 
brought to Guantánamo, Amnesty 
International at McGill took part in a 
demonstration to “Close Guantánamo 
Bay.”  On January 25th, 2007, mem-
bers marched with other community 
groups from across Montreal in the 
local component of a series of world-
wide protests coordinated to increase 
public pressure on the Bush adminis-
tration to shut down the world’s most 
controversial prison.

Amnesty International’s “No Ex-
ceptions” campaign in Canada aims 
to reclaim human rights for all peo-
ple in all places, with no acceptable 
exceptions.  Guantánamo Bay chal-
lenges one of the three main situa-
tions considered unacceptable by the 
campaign: human rights violations in 
the form of torture and secret deten-
tions, and the denial of legal rights, 
in the fight against terrorism.  Sport-
ing slogans such as “Close Guantá-
namo,” “Fair trials or freedom,” and 
“Justice for all – no exceptions,” pro-
testers marched through downtown 
Montreal to the United States Con-
sulate.  Organiser Jessika Tremblay, 
with Amnesty International McGill 
and Amnesty International Group 
16, dressed up with other protest-
ers as a prisoner at Guantánamo for 
the march.  Escorted by mock prison 
guards and authentic Montreal Po-
lice, the demonstration made its way 
through the crowded midday bustle, 
chanting and gathering signatures for 
a petition that will be sent to President 
Bush.  The reactions of pedestrians 
varied from the curious and disinter-
ested to enthusiastic and supportive.  
Tremblay speculates that those who 

are more informed are often more 
willing to approach the demonstra-
tors and sign the petition.

Many are aware of the conditions 
and abuses that have gained Guantá-
namo notoriety world round, but few 
are aware of the absence of an ad-
equate legal process that contributes 
most to detainees’ mental torment.  
Since suspects of the ‘war on terror’ 
were first brought to Guantánamo 
in 2002, detainees and their fami-
lies have seen their plight taken up 
by legal establishments and human 
rights groups in the United States 
and around the world.  At stake is 
more than the physical torture and 
mistreatment of prisoners.  What dis-
tinguishes Guantánamo from prisons 
within the United States is the legal 
uncertainty surrounding the impris-
onment of the detainees.  Not only 
are their arrests and detainment con-
sidered arbitrary and repressive, but 
suspects also lack options and access 
to resources to dispute their arrest 
and detainment.  With no recourse 
for legal action, detainees suffer ad-
ditional frustration and hopelessness 
when threatened with infinite and in-
contestable confinement.  Prospects 
appear bleak and uncertain.  Suicide 
and hunger strikes are the final means 
left for prisoners to control their fate.

Since they are held in an off-shore 
prison on land the United States leases 
from Cuba, prisoners lack the consti-
tutional civil rights that apply to de-
tainees held in the United States, yet 
they are not necessarily classified as 
prisoners of war.  Regardless, human 
rights groups claim that prisoners are 
entitled to protection under the Gene-
va Convention, being covered under 
the Third Convention as a prisoner of 
war or under the Fourth Convention 
as a civilian.  The International Com-

Guantánamo is No Exception, 
Protesters Demand

by Stephanie Hu
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China Care McGill, a new club 
on campus, organized in January a 
second-hand clothing sale, raising 
over $5,000 for Chinese orphans with 
special medical needs.  The children 
who will benefit were either born 
with birth defects, ranging from mild 
to serious, or have developed serious 
medical conditions over their short 
life-spans.  

The money raised last month will 
be used in various ways.  While forty 
dollars is enough to put a child in the 
care of a foster family, $500 can cure 
a cleft palette, and $2500 will cover 
the costs of more extensive opera-
tions, like a heart surgery or tumor re-
moval.  

Founded in 2004, the McGill 
branch has counterparts on several 
university campuses in the United 
States.  Since its founding, the club 
has sent several of its members for a 
hands-on summer volunteer program 
in orphanages in many areas of China.  

The orphanages at which they work 
seek to provide children with a fam-
ily-like atmosphere, with a child-staff 
ratio of one-to-three, as compared to 
one-to-thirty, which is the norm for 
most orphanages across China. 

January’s charity event was 
marked by a high level of organiza-
tion; clothing drop-off bins were 
placed all over campus and the Shat-
ner Ballroom was transformed into a 
bargain-seeker’s haven.

The hard work put in by this 
small club’s volunteers is reflected 
in the quote they say inspires their 
hard work: “Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful, committed citi-
zens can change the world, indeed it 
is the only thing that ever has.” (Mar-
garet Meade)

While their activities focus on 
fundraising, they are open to any kind 
of aid: funds, time, and new ideas are 
all welcome.  A charity banquet, to be 
held March 16th, which will be held 
in collaboration with McGill Chinese 
Student’s and Scholars’ Associa-
tion, is China Care McGill’s next big 
event.  Proceeds will go toward their 
cause of helping orphans in China. 

For more information visit www.
chinacare.ca

China Care McGill Hosts Second-Hand Clothing Sale
by Alexandra Havrylyshyn

mittee of the Red Cross demands that 
“every person in enemy hands must 
have some status under international 
law” and forbids any intermediate sta-
tus as “nobody in enemy hands can 
fall outside the law.”

Often labelling detainees as “un-
lawful enemy combatants,” the Unit-
ed States has only charged a handful 
of prisoners who will stand trial in 
military tribunals.  Many have been 
released after years of arbitrary de-
tainment and alleged mistreatment.  
None of the 395 prisoners still held in 
Guantánamo have ever been tried.  Al-
though the US Supreme Court dismissed original charges 
against selected Guantánamo defendants in June 2006, 
the US Congress passed the Military Commissions Act of 
2006 in September to allow revised charges of war crimes 
to be issued.  However, trials will face delays due to new 

procedural rules implemented by the 
Pentagon in January 2007 and ineffi-
ciency will be further prolonged with 
Guantánamo’s one courtroom under-
going renovations. 

Amnesty International is reinforc-
ing the point that human rights apply 
to everyone.  Demonstrators want to 
spread the message that the war on 
terror does not excuse the Bush ad-
ministration from targeting the sub-
jects at Guantánamo and to denying 
them fair trials.  As most have not been 
charged, they should be set free.  “It is 

not acceptable to put something outside 
of international law,” declares Tremblay, “The only way 
to promote security is to promote human rights.”

To sign the ongoing petition to close down Guantá-
namo, please visit noexceptions.ca.

Amnesty volunteers in Luxemburg.

Then 16 year-old Matt Dalio with his class in Beijing, which spurred him to 
start the China Care Foundation.
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In a semi-circle room packed with 
curious students, critical ears, and a 
single flashing camera, Dr. Payam 
Akhavan turned the problems of the 
United Nations into a problem of 
our understanding of today’s ‘global 
order’. After 10 years working with 
human rights organizations and inter-
national criminal tribunals, followed 
by the past three years as a law pro-
fessor, Akhavan throws idealism and 
near-chastisements at his listeners. 
The problems of the UN, 
he says, owe a great deal 
to the public’s disparaging 
perception of the way the 
world works. 

“Solutions are to be 
found in our cynicism and 
self-concern,” Akhavan 
explains. “We too are part 
of the equation.” By “we” 
he means academics and 
non-professionals, every-
one who is not explicitly 
part of the problem and 
trying to put the burden of 
global inequality, terror-
ism, and genocide, on politi-
cians alone.

Ideology and morality belong to 
reality as much as to academia. The 
reformation of global institutions like 
the UN requires a change in percep-
tion and focus. A solution to the inad-
equacies of the UN, he argues, must 
encompass the realities of political 
power as well as the ideological view-
point of the world’s citizens. 

On top of pointing to the some-
what-misplaced criticisms of the UN 
by on-lookers, Dr. Akhavan targets 
the self-centered decisions of many 
of the world’s leaders. Self-interest 
has undermined chances for global 
change, creating self vs. other ideo-
logical rifts and isolated societies.

Akhavan draws on the current 
Western-radical Islamic conflict to 
explain the problem. In Iran, for in-
stance, there are many people who 
wake up every morning concerned 
with their international rights and 
“clamoring to be part of the world 
community”. However, viewing Iran 
from North America, the speeches 
and actions of George W. Bush and 
the coverage by mainstream media 
portray almost exclusively the “hate-
mongering” of Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.

“It is a question of emphasis,” 
Akhavan says, “How much goes to 
one, how much goes to the other.” 
The media and politicians often show 
the side that helps them. He connects 
the harmful “Us vs. Them” mentality 
to the myth of the “Clash of Civiliza-
tions,” which, he argues, presents a 
false situation of inevitable violence. 
He urges critics to consider the defects 
of the UN in context: its bureaucracy 
(Akhavan cites that a single produc-
tion of the Sunday New York Times 
uses more paper than the UN does 
in year); its low resources (a budget 
lower than the public health service 
of Wales); and the “narrow-minded 
interests of member states”.

Interconnectedness is the solution. 
It is a reality that many people miss 
because of self-interest or ignorance. 
Shifting socio-political ideologies 
towards understanding the reality of 
global interdependence is a necessary 
move if we hope to confront today’s 
problems.

Akhavan address our currently in-
adequate notion of “National Securi-
ty”: the way nations act, in the model 
of the wars of the past, cannot deal 
with many of today’s global problems. 
“Threats are from non-state actors as 

well as states,” Akhavan 
speaks to ethnic cleansing 
and terrorism, specifically. 
“Today’s threats recog-
nize no national boundar-
ies.” He urges a shift that 
broadens our conception 
of “National Security” to 
include distant struggles, 
HIV/AIDS, and the prob-
lems of another country, as 
realities that affect every-
one. “We all share respon-
sibility for the security of 
others.”

Calling on understand-
ing, empathy, and a “genu-

ine passion to be a servant of human 
kind,” Dr. Akhavan proposes a new 
way of dealing with the world’s prob-
lems: as problems of the world, no 
longer of individual nations working 
alone or at the expense of another. 
According to Akhavan’s view, we are 
“morally and spiritually interconnect-
ed.” With the help of an engaged civil 
society to connect it to the ground, 
the UN has the potential to act on our 
global interdependence. The UN has 
historically been about keeping the 
status quo. Now, Dr. Akhavan sug-
gests, we need an ideological shift in 
national security and individual inter-
est in order to overcome the problems 
of today.

Changing Ideologies: McGill Professor on the Future of the UN
by D. Henry Claflin

Dr. Payam Akhavan lecturing at McGill University.



The face of HIV/AIDS has greatly 
evolved in recent years. Although the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic is frequently 
regarded as an issue of develop-
ing world, the virus has also taken a 
devastating toll on members of the 
Montreal community. The virus af-
fects individuals from a wide variety 
of backgrounds including men and 
women of all sexual orientations, sex 
workers, drug users, and people from 
countries where HIV is endemic. In 
addition, the virus is becoming in-
creasingly prevalent among hetero-
sexual young women who engage in 
risky behaviour. Statistics from the 
Centre for AIDS Services of Montre-
al have shown that women make up 
42 percent of new HIV infections in 
Canada, a significant departure from 
the traditionally male-oriented dis-
ease. Despite the growing number of 
Montrealers living with the virus, an 
inadequate amount of treatment and 
strong social prejudice remain pain-
ful realities for affected individuals.

According to the Canadian HIV/
AIDS Legal Network, many people 
living with the disease are being de-
nied the life-saving treatment they 
need to survive, mainly because of 
the rising costs of patented drugs. In 
a city known for its progressive HIV/
AIDS research and breakthrough 
discoveries, the inability to provide 
treatment to local Montreal individu-
als is unacceptable. Joanne Csete, 
Executive Director of the Canadian 
HIV/AIDS Legal Network, argues 
that, “Ottawa should be stepping up 
its fight against AIDS by investing in 
stable, long-term funding that is both 
fiscally and socially responsible.” Es-
sentially they argue that the federal 
government needs to improve fund-
ing to local AIDS outreach organiza-
tions to provide infected Montrealers 

with the care and treatment they need. 
All HIV-positive individuals seeking 
medical care should have access to 
comprehensive care and antiretroviral 
treatment regardless of their financial 
situation. 

Prejudice towards people living 
with HIV/AIDS remains widespread 
in modern society, especially in the 
workplace. In 2004, Quebec’s Co-
alition of Community AIDS Groups 
filed a complaint to the Montreal Po-
lice and the École nationale de po-
lice du Québec for their discrimina-
tory hiring practices. The city police 
force’s employment policy blatantly 
rejected all HIV-positive candidates 
despite their qualifications for the job. 
The Canadian HIV/AIDS Legal Net-
work explains that, “except in narrow 
circumstances that should be legally 
and ethically justified, all people, in-
cluding those living with HIV/AIDS, 
should have the power to decide how, 
when, to whom, and to what extent 
their personal health information is 
shared.” Furthermore, the Canadian 
Human Rights Act ensures that citi-
zens have a right to confidentiality 
and disclosure, thus granting all indi-
viduals the right to privacy in terms 
of their status; discriminatory hiring 
practices by the groups discussed ap-
pear to be in violation of these laws 
and norms.

Despite many social and legal 
concerns for infected individuals, 
the City of Montreal has made tre-
mendous strides in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. One such contribution is 
the health and support service offered 
by Stella, a Montreal-based organi-
zation providing safety, counselling, 
and prevention efforts for sex work-
ers. Since solicitation is considered a 
criminal act in Canada, sex workers 
frequently face discrimination, a lack 
of police protection, and no health ser-
vices, increasing their vulnerability to 

infection. Stella seeks to provide sex 
workers with the care and protection 
they fail to receive from the govern-
mental organizations. Csete adds that 
Stella strongly defends “sex workers’ 
human rights and [advocates] against 
the criminalization of their lives and 
livelihood” by offering medical and 
legal clinics. By reaching out to high-
risk individuals such as transvestites 
and transsexuals, Stella has made a 
positive impact on the lives of sex 
workers. 

As responsible citizens, it remains 
our inherent duty to prevent discrimi-
nation and to uphold human rights for 
all individuals. To ensure that people 
living with HIV/AIDS are treated 
with dignity, we must advocate bet-
ter access to antiretroviral treatment, 
introduce laws that protect each 
person’s human rights, and destroy 
the stigma and marginalization sur-
rounding HIV-positive Montrealers. 
Together we can end the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic in Montreal and throughout 
the globe.
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by Liz Caldwell

Laws, Stigmas: HIV/AIDS & Montreal’s Shortcomings

Canadian Criminal Code, Part VII:
Offence in relation to prostitution

213. (1) Every person who in a 
public place or in any place open 
to public view
(a) stops or attempts to stop any 
motor vehicle,
(b) impedes the free flow of pedes-
trian or vehicular traffic or ingress 
to or egress from premises adjacent 
to that place, or
(c) stops or attempts to stop any 
person or in any manner communi-
cates or attempts to communicate 
with any person

for the purpose of engaging in 
prostitution or of obtaining the 
sexual services of a prostitute is 
guilty of an offence punishable on 
summary conviction.
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He is thin, much thinner than 
one might suppose for a man 

accused of acts so bloody and desper-
ate. For four years he shuffled along 
the brilliant passageways of the High 
Court, a marvelous building of airy 
halls and wood trim. Bulletproof 
metal detectors seem a rude intru-
sion. Robed barristers hunch in tight 
bunches, gossiping to quicken their 
next case or meal. The air is slow 
here, proper, respectable.

Inside the courtroom the two 
armed escorts seat him and stoop 
down to free his manacled feet, then 
hands. The judge never looks up as 
he reads out the charges again: Three 
attempted murders, one murder, one 
armed robbery and numerous weap-
ons charges. A slammed door rushes 
a gasp of fresh air into the room and 
signals the arrival of a woman, equal 
parts stout and harried. She sidles up 

to the accused; she is the interpreter, 
as he speaks neither English nor Af-
rikaans.

The defence lawyer, a big man, 
an erstwhile rugby player perhaps, 
shuffles and taps his papers until he 
feels the judge’s eyes upon him.  He 
rises and reels out a long list of prec-
edents that act as both a soporific and 
an irritant on the judge.  With a quar-
relsome yawn, the judge urges him 
to make a conclusion, any conclu-
sion. He blinks and looks down at his 
hands, and then he reaches under his 
mess of papers and pulls out four or 
five glossy photographs.  Spread out 
for the courtroom to see, the pictures 
show the accused, or what he claims 
is the man in the dock.  Ugly bluish 
scars disfigure his back.  His stom-
ach is lit up with angry lacerations.  
Around his temple and ears are dark, 
unnatural marks.  His eyes cannot be 

made out.  He looks as though he has 
been pumped full of air at random and 
dashed haphazardly with a full palette 
of colour.

The pictures are from shortly after 
he had first been arrested and interro-
gated.  The marks, the lawyer argues, 
are the work of his interrogators.  The 
prosecutor’s arm twitches, then jerks 
up in protest.  In days previous he 
had worked hard to undermine the 
accused’s credibility, knowing the 
damming evidence of state torture 
would arise.  But no quantity of fluid 
rhetoric can veil the bright photos that 
betray the dark happenings of that 
early morning when three policemen 
woke the sleeping man to answer for 
his crimes.  After each revelation the 
translator murmurs to the accused in 
the soft clicks of his boyhood dialect, 
but he is immovable, hands clasped 
between his knees.

A Day in Court
by Coel Kirkby

HUMAN RIGHTS WORKING GROUP
McGill Faculty of Law

Writing Competition Finalists
For the second year in a row, the Human Rights Working Group’s Media Portfolio organized their 

annual writing competition.  They asked students of McGill University to submit a short story, poem, 
song or essay addressing the broad theme of human rights.  After many quality submissions, the panel 
of judges selected the top three.  They were each awarded a prize as well as recognition on Monday, 
February 5th in the Faculty of Law’s Atrium.  

Thanks to all those who participated and volunteered to ensure another successful competition!  
Here are the selections:

1st PLACE
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Allegations of torture blur into a 

conspiracy theory.  The police, the 
lawyer argues, framed the accused, 
whether to cover shadowy goings-on 
or their own inept failings is unclear.  
The judge rightly gets angry at this 
blind path and cuts him short.  Both 
lawyers sink back into the seats in the 
hot room.  Words are exhausted and 
the day ends in a whimper.  Indigna-
tion is impossible in the heat.  The 
judge nods and slips out a back door 
and everyone else rises and leaves.  
The accused looks up and is manacled 
again and brought out of the window-
less courtroom and down the marbled 
hallways to an armoured truck idling 
at the court’s entrance.

Outside the court-house a misty 
rain melts the contours of the down-
town buildings into a sky like dusk, 
though it is early afternoon.  Minicabs 
honk and circle the market square 
strewn with plastic trinkets, wallets, 
refurbished cell phones, and food 
huts where greasy plates are passed 

from dim smoking holes.  People mill 
about these stalls while others dis-
perse in various directions and clam-
bour into and out of taxis that disap-
pear along the highway to the interior.  
The armoured car shifts into gear and 
pulls out to join the traffic and is soon 
lost to view.

Humanitas
Reverend, earth-bound Mother
Have ever your children been as contended as now?
And yet…
Cries borne
On cold winds from Davis Inlet and Kabul:  
Heed and judge, with affluence comes duty sacred.

A world ever smaller than imagined
Porous borders cannot divide what burns within;
Nature, by very right, enshrines
Truths through time stitched deep.   
No need have these for Codes
Or vellum scribblings leather-bound.
Known throughout, in varied forms
And tongues, and yet they abide:

In dream and love, in choice and dignity, in grain and blood together bound.
None are one
Yet none so alien as not to weep, to dance
And shelter from the storm.

 Sing Sappho and Li Bai, speak Jefferson and Biko:
All, together, will cross the river and rest in the shade of the trees.

Why speak of rights or laws to they who carry guns?
Opposing steel with air of lofty words

A word from the author: This 
piece was inspired by the desire 
to put into words the immutable 
quality of that which we describe 
as “human rights”. The piece 
also seeks to stress the universal-
ity of the human experience and 
the importance of the immutable 
rights of human beings through 
time. The piece rejects relativism 
and calls for action to buttress 
these rights; this action, namely 
the defence of a common human 
birthright (e.g. of aboriginals in 
Canada or that of women in Ka-
bul), is portrayed as the duty of 
the contended, who must forego 
the instant gratification of merely 
voicing solidarity and who must 
instead seek to further the immu-
table and the universal by means 
of direct action and support 
thereof (the context of Afghani-
stan being particularly in mind). 

Humanitas

S P O T L I G H T

A word from the author: Last year I spent a day in the High Court of Cape 
Town watching an appeal by a young man charged with abetting the murder 
of several police officers trying to prevent the robbery of an armoured car 
retrieving money from an ATM.  There I saw photographs of the accused, 
his black back ridden with purpled wounds, which his lawyer claimed were 
from torture in prison.  For me this image captured the senseless brutality of 
apartheid that perpetuates itself in the dismal shadows of South Africa’s new 
democracy.

by Daniel Bertrans 2ND PLACE
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War makes the body grow 
weary. But even though the 

war had been declared over ten years 
ago, her body still ached even though 
she was only twenty-five. Her spirit 
had died ten years ago and the only 
thing that revived it now was when 
news came of another one of them 
being found.

“He’s living outside of town,” Es-
ma’s voice said over the telephone.

“With his family?” she asked.
“Yes, with his family.”
The three women gathered in 

front of Esma’s house. Out of force of 
habit, of having performed a cumber-
some but necessary ritual many times 
over, they got into Esma’s car. It was 
she who would drive them while 
Esma sat in the back with a map in 
her lap. Once in a while Esma would 
look up and tell her to turn left or right 
or to go straight ahead. She followed 
Esma’s voice as if it was the last thing 
she could trust.

They had left town and were going 
through the countryside now. The soil 
had long ago been drained of its nutri-
ents and the remaining farmers drew 
scrapes from the barren land. The un-
flattering winter sun gave a blanched 
white sheen to everything it touched, 
making dirty barns and rusted farm 
equipment look even more abstract 
and useless.

Like homing pigeons they zeroed 
in on his modest farmhouse; like Ae-
schylus’ dark furies they descended. 

He was outside and looked up 
when the women’s car pulled up. 
Each year had etched another line 
in his face, but he was not old. The 
women getting out of their car made 
his heart beat faster as his emotions 
vacillated between guilt and anger.

A word from the author: I volunteered in the spring of 2005 to review docu-
ments for specific instances where women were raped during the war in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. It was part of a collaborative effort to remind 
the Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court of the importance 
of indicting the perpetrators of sexual violence, a crime against humanity. 
The descriptions and narratives of women as young as ten and as old as sixty 
being systematically subjected to sexual violence as part of a larger campaign 
of terror also reminded me of the women I know personally who have been 
sexually assaulted. Yet justicew through the courts is not possible for most 
of the millions of victims of sexual violence. In January 2007, I listened to a 
radio documentary about how a group of women in Bosnia and Herzegovina 
had sought out and confronted their former torturers. While not institutional-
ized justice, on some level these women created their own empowering form 
of dealing with the crimes perpetrated against them.   

Spares not one child
Nor from the throne the tyrant hauls.   
Though empathy be strong,
Weak body, mind and heart beset, cannot
By strength of will alone
Recoup the ills perceived.
How then to heed the cries of brother and sister,  
How then to be of use 
To those who suffer long
And struggle to redeem their birthright?

 Remember and keep faith with them, forget pity unrequested:
 Be strong as they and take a place beside them in their fray. 

FURIES OF WAR
by Albert Chen 3RD PLACE
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“It was war; I had the right to 

do everything,” he shouted at them 
when the women lined up and begun 
walking towards him. 

Esma had told her that he had 
been recruited by so-and-so faction 
and that he served as a military po-
liceman under Lugar. She looked at 
him hard as she approached him, but 
she did not recognize him. Men’s 
faces had all blurred into one in her 
nightmares. One face would be re-
placed by another above her with 
their smirks and animal sounds. She 
had lost the ability to know whether 
she was living in the past or whether 
she was truly safe in the present.

The three women stopped and 
stood in front of him, their backs 
straight and eyes staring intently, not 
at him, but through him.

“What have you got to say for 
yourself” she said, not having to 
name the crime. 

He took a deep breath before 
puffing up his burly chest, evidence 
of the bulletproof vest underneath 
his green checkered shirt and dark 
blue coat.

She laughed bitterly inside. Why 
is he the one afraid for his life?

“It’s in the past, just leave me 
alone, it’s best for everybody,” he 
pleaded with fake rationality, a child 
trying to cover up the fact that he wet 
his bed.

Esma had been tipped off by his 
neighbour who knew that he had 
served in the war. 

Esma then told her and it was 
her job to contact Sarajevo to make 
further inquiries. A month later they 
were given a contact, a woman who 
had survived the rape camp near 
where he was stationed. 

“Three out of twenty of us sur-
vived,” the woman had said over the 
phone, the sound of young children 
screaming in the background mak-
ing it difficult for her to hear. “Lugar 
would bring his militia group ev-

ery week and they would spend the 
weekend.”  

No, there was no way to identify 
the hundreds of men that raped her 
as she was tied up. At first tied up 
physically, but soon her spirit was 
broken and they didn’t have to fight 
a lifeless body.

The children cried more over the 
trembling line and she had to let the 
woman go back to the life she now 
lived.

Esma began shouting at him now, 
asking him if his wife knows, how 
he could live with the shame, how he 
could be so inhuman as to take away 
the dignity of another human being. 

He didn’t turn away but looked at 
them half-amused, provoking them 
further by trying to hide his fear. It 
was the same smug look men like that 
always wore as if trying desperately 
to mask the absence of a soul. Once 
in a while he would flinch though, 
Esma’s words hitting something in 
that empty expanse and it was those 
moments that gave her hope.

When the three had finally turned 
to leave, he spat into the dirt beside 
him, the only act of protest he could 
muster now that he was unable to 
stop them from talking to him, un-
able to stop them from leaving him.

The women would call the police 
when they got home. Somewhere far 
away the women knew that a hand-
ful of war crime trials were going 
on against other men with the same 
smug look. But here, they knew there 
would be no police investigation. As 
they drove away, the women were no 
longer tied down, and they did not 
look back at the shrinking shadow of 
a man. 
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Since the 1844 inception of the 
Bahá’í Faith in what is now the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran, adherents of 
the religion have faced persecution. 
Today, it is the second most wide-
spread religion in the world, with 
Bahá’ís living in over 200 nations or 
territories with over six million fol-
lowers. The Bahá’ís believe in the 
unity of mankind and the unity of the 
world’s religions. It is ironic that a re-
ligion based on peace and unity has 
been the object of so much discrimi-
nation and persecution. 

It is es-
timated that 
over 20,000 
Bahá’ís were 
m a r t y r e d 
in the nine-
teenth cen-
tury Persian 
and Ottoman 
E m p i r e s . 
Now, over a 

hundred years 
later, the situa-
tion of Bahá’ís 

remains little improved in certain 
parts of the world. In particular, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, and, more 
recently, the Arab Republic of Egypt 
have engaged in human rights abuses 
against Baha’is. 

Last year, McGill professor and 
international human rights lawyer Dr. 
Payam Akhavan spoke on the sub-
ject of human rights abuses against 
Bahá’ís in Iran. The primary justifi-
cation given for these abuses are that 
Bahá’ís are heretics. During the Is-
lamic Revolution in the 1980s, over 
200 Bahá’ís were executed under 
Khomeini, and thousands more im-
prisoned. 

A 1993 report by UN Human 
Rights Commissioner Galindo Pohl 

brought attention to the Islamic Re-
public’s plan to cripple the Bahá’í 
population. One method currently 
used in Iran to oppress Bahá’ís in-
cludes barring them from entering 
any sort of post-secondary education 
unless they recant their faith and list 
themselves as members of one of four 
officially recognised religions: Chris-
tianity, Judaism, Zoroastrianism, or 
Islam. Other forms of persecution in-
clude the exclusion of Bahá’ís from 
government posts, strict monitoring 
of their activities, and the destruction 
of Bahá’í holy sites. Furthermore, 
rampant media attacks incite anger 
and hate towards Bahá’ís through the 
state-run daily newspaper in Tehran, 
Kayhan. 

The aim of Iran to socially and 
economically oppress Bahá’ís is a 
difficult task. Bahá’ís comprise the 
largest religious minority in Iran with 
over 300,000 adherents. Random ar-
rests are frequent. While working for 
a non-governmental organization, 
54 Bahá’ís were arrested in the city 
of Shiraz on May 19th, 2006. These 
arrests, along with dozens of others, 
took place during random searches at 
the homes of Bahá’í individuals. 

As in Iran, Egypt also requires its 
citizens to carry identification cards 
stating an individual’s religion of 
Islam, Christianity, or Judaism. In 
1960, President Gamal Abdel Nass-
er implemented Law 263 by which 
Bahá’í properties were confiscated 

and activities banned. In seeking 
recognition as Baha’is, a couple in 
Egypt challenged the requirements 
of the state issued identification cards 
in 2006. A court ruling by the Egyp-
tian Supreme Administrative Court 
on December 26th, 2006, denied the 
couple such rights. Without the iden-
tification cards Bahá’ís in Egypt are 
denied basic essential services such 
as education, financial services, and 
medical care.

Although the nature of oppression 
and persecution against Bahá’ís has 
evolved slowly over the past century, 
and more significantly in the past de-
cade, it is no less imminent a threat to 
the establishment of universal peace 
and to the conservation of a basic hu-
man right: freedom of religious ex-
pression. In a further presentation on 
January 23rd, 2007, Dr. Payam Akha-
van emphasized the direct impact that 
human rights abuses worldwide have 
on the West. It is our duty to do any-
thing within our power to rectify the 
issues plaguing our world.

I n t e r n a t i o n a l

Institutionalized Oppression: Bahá’ís in Egypt, Iran
by Nadim Roberts

Over the past four years events in 
Darfur have been exposed by journal-
ists, blasted by human rights groups, 
and denied by many. The media 
coverage of the strife in Darfur has 
dimmed. This is in part due to inter-

ests in other global issues. It is also 
a result of journalists in Darfur be-
ing prevented from obtaining access 
to the areas and the people that are in 
the centre of the conflict. There have 
been numerous instances of foreign 
and native journalists in Sudan losing 
their rights as reporters while trying 

Journalists Continue to Face Obstacles in Sudan
by Melody Lotfi

A Baha’i cemetery in Yazd, Iran.

The destruction of a 
Baha’i holy place in 
Iran.
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to report on Darfur. The Sudanese government has raided, 
suspended, and shut down several news outlets in the re-
gion. The media has been doing their best to report the 
stories, while under a heavy shroud of censorship. 

Since the conflicts began in 2003, dozens of media 
workers have been taken into custody by Sudanese of-
ficials for crimes ranging from blasphemy to espionage. 
Reporters Without Borders have stated that in 2006 alone, 
fifteen Sudanese journalists had been arrested. Many have 
been abused and have had their basic rights as reporters 
revoked. In 2006, two foreign journalists were faced with 
charges of spying and releasing false information.

Tomo Kriznar was in Darfur as a Slovenian presi-
dential envoy working as an aid worker and a reporter. 
On July 19th he was detained for spreading false news, 
spying, and travelling without a visa. Kriznar was pre-
vented from obtaining a visa to work in Sudan because 
his articles were deemed too judgemental of the Sudanese 
government; instead, Kriznar entered Darfur through 
neighbouring Chad. After Slovenia negotiated with Su-
dan, Kriznar was released on September 2nd and returned 
home, but his work and materials, including photographs 
of the graves, were seized. 

Paul Salopek was working on a National Geographic 
article about the Sahel Region, which required him to enter 
into Darfur. Salopek was also travelling in Sudan without 

a visa because the government has made it extremely dif-
ficult to obtain visas by foreign journalists. On August 6th 
officials stopped Salopek and found that he had maps of 
the region and two U.S. passports, which is common for 
safety reasons. Salopek was arrested in Darfur for espio-
nage, illegally transferring information, spreading false 
news, and travelling without a visa. On September 9th, 
2006, Salopek was released after pressures from Unites 
States politicians.

Sudan estimates that 10,000 deaths have occurred due 
to the conflict. Journalists and humanitarian organizations 
have said that even the United Nations’ estimates of 200 
000 deaths are inaccurate. The most recent estimate, from 
USA Today, has put the figure at 400,000. 

Paul Salopek, center, in a court in Darfur, Sudan. Mr. 
Salopek has been jailed in Sudan for nearly five weeks.

Chechnya’s Prime Minister Ram-
zan Kadyrov has accumulated a 
daunting list of allegations of torture, 
murder, abduction and sundry human 
rights abuses. Like his father, former 
President Akhmad Kadyrov, he sup-
ports the Russian government and 
continues to clamp down on pro-in-
dependence rebel forces.

Since becoming Prime Minister of 
this Caucasian republic in December 
2005, Kadyrov has been an outspo-
ken proponent of Shariah law, polyg-
amy, and zealous anti-terror policy. 
He self-identifies as a “Chechen Che 
Guevara”, and has claimed that un-
der his rule, Chechnya will become, 
“the wealthiest and the most peaceful 
place in the world.”

Appearances, however, are dis-

tinctly to the contrary. A joint report 
released by Moscow-based human 
rights groups Demos and Memorial 
last January states that between 3,000 
and 5,000 people have been abducted 
or gone missing since the counter-

terrorism operation was launched in 
1999, nor have disappearances halted 
since Kadyrov assumed power. 

“If you are detained in Chechnya, 
you face a real and immediate risk of 
torture,” says Human Rights Watch 
Central Asia Director Holly Cartner, 
“and there is little chance that your 
torturer will be held accountable.”

Victims are subjected to “pro-
longed beatings, often with boots, 
sticks, plastic bottles filled with wa-
ter or sand, and heavy rubber-coated 
cables; inflicting of burns with open 
fire or red-hot metal rods and wires, 
and…electric shocks,” according to a 
Human Rights Watch report released 
last November. The report also claims 
that torture at the hand of Kadyrov’s 
forces is widespread and systematic.

Torture Rampant in Chechnya; Kadyrov’s Authority Unchecked
by Niko Block

Kadyrov with Chechen government 
officials.

con’t on page 15
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Rio de Janeiro is not considered to 
be a city at war. Yet, between 1987 
and 2001, gun-related violence killed 
4,000 children under the age of eigh-
teen. By comparison, 467 youth were 
killed during the same time period in 
the West Bank, a region long consid-
ered as one in the midst of war. The 
residents of Rio’s favelas know that, 
despite international ignorance, a war 
is also being waged on their streets. 

Rio is Brazil’s second most popu-
lous city and has one of the highest 
levels of income inequality of any 
city in the world. The hundreds of 
sprawling shantytowns known as 
favelas highlight the intense gap be-
tween the rich and the poor. Often 
situated next to Rio’s richest commu-
nities, favela residents are marginal-
ized and receive very limited, if any, 
access to education, health care and 
social services. These favelas do not 
appear on official maps, but are home 
to millions of poverty-stricken Bra-
zilians and to a drug trade of massive 
proportions. 

There is a commonly held mis-
conception that Rio’s violent crime 
is largely disorganized when, in real-
ity, it is highly structured. The three 
major drug factions operating within 
Rio are the Red Command, the Third 
Command and the Friends of Friends. 
These factions evolved from prison-

based gangs, who 
took advantage of 
the cocaine boom 
in the 1980s. 
Each faction has 
strong ties to Co-
lombia’s cocaine 
cartels, with Rio 
use as an export 
point for cocaine 
shipments to Eu-
rope, the Middle 
East and occa-
sionally North 
America. The in-
tense rivalry be-
tween the domi-

nant Red Command 

and Third Command factions often 
plays itself out in favela turf wars. 
The residents of a favela know very 
well which faction their community 
belongs to, and do not dare venture 
into the territory of a rival faction. 

Youth play a central role in Rio’s 
drug trade. A study in 2000, titled 
“Children of the Drug Trade” pub-
lished by anthropologist Luke Dowd-
ney, reveals the crucial role that youth 
as young as twelve play in Rio’s trade. 
Dowdney speculates that there are as 
many as 6,000 armed children in Rio’s 
favelas who live in poverty and face 
a bleak future with limited options. 
More than half are directly involved 
in killing. Their reality is “kill, or be 
killed.” If caught, they face abuse and 
deplorable conditions in Brazil’s pris-
ons and youth detention centres.

While the statistics on youth ho-
micide are sobering, murder in Rio’s 
favelas is grossly underreported. 
NGOs working in many communi-
ties hear of dozens of homicides in 

Drug War Rages on the Streets of Rio’s Favelas
Written by Allie Morse

Photos by Daire Macfadden

The view overlooking one of Rio’s many favelas. Taken by Daire Macfad-
den, Mare, Rio de janiero. July 2005.

Gun-related violence affects thousands living in favelas. 
Daire Macfadden, Rio de Janiero. July 2005.



a single night. However, the secretive nature of drug-re-
lated killing, coupled with the high level of corruption in 
Rio’s police force, often prevents deaths from appearing 
in newspapers or national statistics. Many contend that 
Rio’s is among the most corrupt police forces in the en-
tire world. Rio’s drug trade certainly could not flourish 
the way it does without the co-operation and collusion of 
corrupt authorities that often ignore, or take part in, the 
flow of weapons and cocaine across borders and into the 
favelas. 

This corruption gives rise to police-led ‘drug raids’ into 
favelas. These raids are violent incursions into communi-
ties, are often unprovoked, and frequently result in inno-
cent people, not drug traffickers, being shot and killed. 
These incidents rarely make local news.  In response, 
communities regularly install roadblocks to keep out both 
rival factions and the police. 

Unfortunately, as the police are the only state presence 
in most favelas, a lack of government support allows for 
the drug trade to flourish. Drug factions provide the in-
frastructure for which marginalized communities are des-
perate, and emerge as parallel governing structures within 
the favelas. Factions organize parties, sponsor sewage 
systems and act as regulators of justice in the absence of 
formal state authority. Unfortunately, outside observers 
often fail to recognize the complexities of relationships 
between factions and their favelas and see drug traffickers 
successful at keeping authorities out of poor communi-
ties. However, a lack of government support makes it very 
easy for these drug factions to enter into favelas and take 
control. 

The people of Rio’s favelas live under constant threat 
of rival faction violence and police raids. While there is 
much domestic and international support for increasing 
the presence of civil and military police in favelas, the 
political will to increase funding and access to health ser-
vices and education remains weak. Sadly, as long as cor-
rupt police are the only state presence in the favelas, war 
will continue to rage on the streets of Rio de Janeiro.

Speak! 15I n t e r n a t i o n a l

A youth playing soccer on a neighborhood field. Daire 
Macfadden, Fukimenges, Rio de Janiero. July 2005.

There are also accounts that the 
President has personally taken part 
in torture; according to one victim, 
Kadyrov beat him and then admin-
istered a series of electrical shocks 
to his body. 

The Chechen Prime Minister has 
been supported for years by Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, who 
awarded him Russia’s highest hon-
our:  the Hero of Russia Medal. In 
addition to his support from the 
Kremlin, Kadyrov maintains his 
power through a network of govern-
ment agencies and militias. Among 
the most infamous of these is the 

Second Operational Investigative 
Bureau, (ORB-2), whose personnel 
frequently torture their detainees in 
order to extract confessions of fabri-
cated charges from them.

The majority of documented tor-
ture cases, however, are perpetrated 
by the so-called “Kadyrovsty” or 
Kadirovites, a term which the Presi-
dent officially banned last April. The 
Kadyrovsty tend to focus on the ac-
tions of rebel forces, often forcing 
victims to join their own ranks. They 
furthermore are known to detain 
prisoners in illegal facilities, giving 
them a greater ability to evade both 
Russian and international law. 

The majority of the victims are 
young males, although Human 
Rights Watch has documented the 
torture of women, the elderly, the 
disabled, and minors as young as 
thirteen. 

Kadyrov has attempted to keep 
journalists and foreign nationals out 
of the country, banning of the Dan-
ish Refugee Council in February 
2006 after the controversy over the 
Mohammed cartoons.  He is also 
suspected of having a connection 
with the assassination of Russian 
journalist and Chechnya specialist 
Anna Politkovskaya last October.

continued from page 13

Russia Continues to Ignore Terrorism in Chechnya
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Arrested for alleged passport vio-
lation in 2003 and held on the charge 
that he was an Israeli spy, Bangladeshi 
journalist Salah Uddin Shoaib Choud-
hury is presently engaged in the final 
part of a trial in which he is charged 
with sedition, espionage, blasphemy, 
and treason by his government after 
being tortured and held in solitary 
confinement for sixteen months.

The trial, which began in Sep-
tember and resumed January 22nd, 
is expected to last several months. If 
found guilty, Choudhury is likely to 
be sentenced to death. According to 
the New York Sun, Choudhury has 
said that he “holds no hope of getting 
a fair trial,” in that “the judge is a radi-
cal Islamist” who has already implied 
his belief in Choudhury’s guilt. 

Choudhury was apprehended 

when he attempted to attend a Writ-
ers’ Association conference in Tel 
Aviv - a violation of Bangladesh’s 
Passport Act.  The Act prohibits citi-
zens from traveling to certain coun-
tries with which its political relations 
are strained or nonexistent; Bangla-
desh does not recognize Israel as a 
state. The offense is usually punish-
able by a small fine, however, accord-
ing to the New York Sun, Choudhury 
had instigated his arrest by promoting 
“interfaith dialogue and peaceful re-
lations with Israel, and [expressing] 
concerns about extremist radical Is-
lam” as editor of his newspaper, the 
Weekly Blitz.

Due to intervention by United 
States Congressman Mark Kirk and 
noise from Jewish activist Dr. Rich-
ard Benkin, Choudhury was released 
on bail in 2005, with

Fmr. Attorney General Irwin Cot-

ler volunteer-
ing to defend 
him. In an in-
terview with 
the Montreal 
Gazette Cotler 
said, “It is not 
Choudhury who should be on trial; 
rather, it is the Bangladesh authorities 
who have violated his fundamental 
rights guaranteed under the Bangla-
desh constitution, international trea-
ties as well as the basic principles of 
criminal justice.”

A petition for Choudhury’s release 
and the drop of charges against him 
is available to sign at: http://www.pe-
titiononline.com/IFLAC102/petition.
html. 

Visit Choudhury’s newspaper at 
www.weeklyblitz.net. 

by Kristin Maich

Bangladeshi Journalist Faces Dire Charges

Choudhury
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